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"I have probably lost more sleep over this one, 

than anything else," Paul says, noting the last 

thing he wants is a player to miss a tee time 

because they are caught up in shuttle traffic or 

an accident. 

All in all, there will be 1,600 volunteers assisting 

at St. George's this year - they were all in place by 

the beginning of March - the fastest that volun­

teer positions have ever filled up for an Open. 

Another unusual twist to this Open is the clos­

ing of Islington Avenue, a major four-lane arte­

rial road, between Eglinton Avenue West and 

The Kingsway from July 10-30. Islington 

Avenue actually divides the golf course proper­

ty with the clubhouse and parking on one side 

of the road and the golf course and pro shop on 

the other side. The twO are connected by a nar­

row tunnel that barely fits a golf cart let alone 

caddies walking back and forth hauling player­

s' tour bags! 

Closing Islington is necessary to position televi­

sion and communication equipment and ancil-

lary facilities related to the needs of players, 

spectators, the media and sponsors, a Toronto 

city staff report states. Paul said Islington will 

be turned into a "streetfest" offering a "Taste of 

Toronto", but pieces of this puzzle are still being 

finalized with more announcements to come. 

However, the popular Pengrowth Concert Series 

that featured Kevin Costner, Tom Cochrane and 

Randy Bachman and Burton Cummings In 

2009 will not be returning this year. 

In March, after two public meetings with 

Etobicoke Centre Councillor Gloria Lindsay 

Luby and area residents, Toronto City Council 

approved a staff report limiting parking on 50 

area streets during the Open. Parking will be 
prohibited on these streets from 7 a.m. to 7 

p.m. during the tournament. Further, city staff 

adopted a Toronto Police recommendation to 

make The Kingsway between Kipling and 

Islington avenues a "no stopping" area from 7 

a.m. to 7 p.m. during tournament play to There's also Go Transit, but for those hoping to 

ensure emergency vehicle access. The RCGA is drive to the Open don't expect to find parking 

responsible for all costs associated with the close by. Paul is still trying to pull the pieces of 

temporary parking restrictions. this one together. He is hoping to use one or 

two huge lots and shuttle people to one major 

TIC bus service will be rerouted on The drop-off zone near St. George's. 

Kingsway during the three-week closure of 

Islington Avenue. Following residents ' con­

cerns, now only southbound TIC buses will be 

rerouted around the closure via The Kingsway, 

Princess Margaret Boulevard, Bemersyde Drive 

and Eglinton Avenue West. Northbound buses 

will continue along The Kingsway to Kipling 

Avenue, to Eglinton Avenue West and then 

back to Islington Avenue. 

"We have never been in a marketplace where we 

have been able to offer public transportation, 

but with the TIC we have an excellent oppor­

tunity to get people right to the front gates. 

The Mayor challenged us to make it a "Green" 

Open and we can do that with public trans­

portation," Paul says, noting all leftover food 

will also sent to a Toronto mission on a daily 

basis and shared with others. 

The main spectator entrance to the golf course 

will be located at Prince Margaret Boulevard 

and Islington Avenue. It will be the only place 

to access the golf course as the RCGA will be 

fencing off properties that line the golf course 

on holes No.2, 3,4 and others to prevent peo-

pIe from walking in off the street. 

The RCGA has also decided to cap the daily 

attendance at St. George's at 22,000, because 

the golf course site is tight and Paul want to 

ensure everyone can move safely around the 

course and enjoy the experience. He says they 

have increased bleacher seats significantly this 

year to give people an opportunity to see as 

much as possible. They're also creating a special 

observation deck for people to enjoy 360 degree 

views of the second green, third hole, sixth 

green and seventh tee. It should be a great place 

to watch the Open. 

Ticket prices have gone up to $70 for a daily 

ticket, partly because the event is in the City of 

Toronto but also because it's being held at St. 

George's, which has limited daily attendance. 

Weekly passes have also been eliminated 

because the RCGA was seeing fewer people 

purchase them and they want to have a more 

accurate daily visitor count at St. George's. 

And then there's Mother Nature. All Paul can 

say after two years of tOrrential downpours and 

rain delays that even forced a Monday finish to 

last year's Open, is "it's not going to rain, it's 

not going to rain, it can't rain" and hopefully it 

won't. If it does, you can be sure Paul and his 

team will have a plan in place to deal with it. 

Brent long 
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